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D E P A R T M E N T  
0 F A  H E A  LT H T Z  

May 2 9 ,  1 9 9 2  /?- 
M r .  F r a z e r  L o c k h a r t  
U .  S .  D e p a r t m e n t  of E n e r g y  
B u i l d i n g  116  
P. 0. Box 9 2 8  
G o l d e n ,  Colorado 8 0 4 0 2  

RE: Closure Process for RCRA TJnit Under the Interagen y Agreement 

D e a r  M r .  L o c k h a r t ,  

T h e  Colorado D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h ,  H a z a r d o u s  Materials a n d  W a s L e  Kanagement  
D i v i s i o n  ( t h e  D i v i s i o n ) ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a n  i n f o r m a l  i n q u i r y ,  w i s h e s  t o  c l a r i f y  
t h e  R C M  c l o s u r e  process f o r  t h o s e  operable u n i t s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  c l o s u r e  u n d e r  t h e  
I n t e r a g e n c y  Agreement .  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s  w s r e  posed t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n :  

o Were e x i s t i n g  RCRR C l o s u r e  P l a n s  fo r  OUs 4, 7 ,  9, 1 0 ,  a n d  11 made obsolete 
by t h e  I A G ?  I f  SO, should t h e  c l o s u r e  p l a n s  be w i t h d r a w n  or u p d a t e d  t o  
re f lec t  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  i n  o p e r a t i o n s ?  

o A r e  RCR4 and C o l o r a d 3  H a z a r d o u s  Waste  A c t  (CHSSA) c l o s u r e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
f u l f i l l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  I M / I R A  D e c i s i o n  Document process? 

o Does t h e  " E n v i r o n m e n t a l  R e s t o r a t i o n  I A G  S c h e d u l e " ,  da ted  A u g u s t  1 4 ,  1 9 9 0  
r e s c i n d  t h e  30 yesr post c l o s u r e  ca re  r e q u i r e m e n t s  by s p z c i f y i n g  less 
s t r i n g e n t  t i m e  periods f o r  RCRA A n n u a l  Ground Water Monitor ing and 
p e r f o r m a n c e  m o n i t o r i n g  and  a s s e s s m e n t  of remedial a c t i o n s .  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  r e f e r e n c e s  to t h e  I A G ,  t h e  S t a t e m e n t  o f  Work (SOW),  
t h e  I A G  S c h e d u l e  ( A u g u s t  1 4 ,  1990), a n d  CHWA c l a r i f y  t h e  S t a t e ' s  c l o s u r e  process 
and  p o s t - c l o s u r s  care r e q u i r e a % n t s  a s  set f o r t h  i n  t h e  I A G .  

P a r a g r a p h  16  of t h e  I A G  s ta tes  t h a t  t h e  P a r t i e s  i n t e n d  t o  i n t e g r a t e  i n t o  t h i s  
Agreement  DOE'S CERCLA r e s p o n s e  o b l i g a t i o n s  a n d  CHWA c l o s u r e  a n d  c o r r e c t i v e  
a c t i o n  o b l i g a t i o n s  w h i c h  re la te  t o  t h e  re lease(s )  o f  h a z a r d o u s  s u b s t a n c e s .  I t  
f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  P a r t i e s  i n t e n d  t h a t  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a c t i v i t i e s  c o v e r e d  
b y  t h i s  A g r e e m e n t  w i l l  be deemed to a c h i e v e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  CERCLA, a n d  t h e  
c l o s u r e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  CHWA. T h e  D i v i s i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
c l o s u r e  p l a n s  f o r  t h o s e  operable u n i t s  e x t e r n a l  t o  b u i l d i n g s  are  obsolete a n d  
n e e d  n o t  be r e s u b m i t t e d .  However ,  DOE m u s t  p r o v i d e  RFI/RI Workplans e i t h e r  b y  
a m e n d i n g  t h e  s o u r c e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  s e c t i o n s  o f  e x i s t i n g  c l o s u r e  p l a n s ,  a s  
s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  SOW, or b y  p r e p a r i n g  new, i n d i v i d u a l  w o r k p l a n s .  

T h e  D i v i s i o n  f u r t h e r  f i n d s  t h a t  I M / I R A  D e c i s i o n  Documents  €o r  OUs 4 , 7 , 9  10 a n d  
11, a n  I A G  P h a s e  I a c t i v i t y ,  w i l l  s a t i s f y  CHWA c l o s u r e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  when combined  
w i t h  R F I / R I  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  The  process f o r  I n t e r i m  S t a t u s  C l o s u r e  U n i t s  
E x t e r c a l  t o  B u i l d i n g s  i s  d e s c r i b e d ,  s e q u e n t i a l l y ,  i n  S e c t i o n s  I . B . l l . b ,  I . B . 9  and  
X I V  of t h e  SOW w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  P a r a g r a p h s  1 5 ,  1 5 0 ,  153 ,  1 5 5  a n d  1 5 6  of t h e  I A G .  
T h e  I A G  S c h e d u l e  s u p p l e m e n t s  t h e  SOW. A t t a c h m e n t  A i s  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  t o  



consolidate and clarify the steps of the closure process. Attachment B depicts 
the integration of the IAG Process with the CHWA closure process and lists the 
appropriate regulatory citations. 

Regarding post closure care requirements, Paragraph 15, Item B, of the IAG 
states, among other items, that the IAG is to "require post-closure care when 
necessary in accordance with post-closure permits or approved plans ...." Item 
I further states that the IAG will "Provide for continued operation and 
maintenance of the selected remedial/corrective action(s)." 

The Annual RCRA Ground Water Monitoring, a s  set Out in the IAG Schedule, pertains 
only to the pre-corrective action period. Also, performance monitoring and 
assessment of remedial actions is specifically to determine effectiveness of the 
action and should not be confused with post-closure care which may, for example, 
entail maintenance of landfill caps, pump and treat systems or site security. 
Therefore, the Division finds that post-closure care permits will still be 
required for units that are not clean-closed and post-closure care periods for 
these units are not reduced per the IAG Schedule. For clarification, according 
to the Colorado Hazardous \:aste Regulations (6CCR 1007-3, Section 265.117), post- 
closure care periods can be extended or reduced from the typical 30-year period 
as determined appropriate by the Division. 

If you have any questions, please contact Harlen Ainscough of my staff at 331- 
4977. 

sincerely, A 

U 
G a d W .  Baughman 
Unit Leader, tiazardous Waste Facilities 
Hazardous Materials arid Waste Management Divisior, 

Attachments 

cc: Daniel S. Miller, AGO 
Mzrtin Hestmark, EPA 
Bob Birk, DOE 

Randy Ogg,  EG&G 
Barbara Barry, RFPU 

IFarrel Hobbs, EG&G 


